
Future Projects
A Twist of Lemon 
(touring September 2008)

Open Clasp will be touring our brand
new play, created through our Friends
of Dorothy project, in September 2008. 

Butch Jackie wants a holiday, so four
women set off to the island of Lesvos.
However a lost suitcase, along with a
white knuckle ride on the resorts
banana boat not only put one woman’s
back out but results in the women
having a major fallout.  Set against the
backdrop of adversity A Twist of Lemon
highlights the courage, strength and
humility of young lesbians and lesbians
living in the North East. It takes time
for change, but how slow does this
clock have to tick?  Open Clasp say its
time to wind it up.

Stand ‘n’ Tan
(touring February – March 2009)

Back by popular demand Open Clasp’s
Stand ‘n’ Tan will be touring the region 
in 2009. 

Set in a local tanning salon, single mam
Joanne is preparing for her imminent
wedding – Joanne and Sandra, her
chief bridesmaid and best mate from
school, are busy with the wedding
arrangements. However things go awry
when Joanne’s dressmaker loses the
tips of her fingers whilst working on
the cheese counter in Fenwicks. 
Thankfully, Maryam, a woman-seeking-
asylum from Iran, saves the day by
agreeing to take over the pearl trim.

But Joanne’s mam, Theresa, is far from
pleased… Amidst the hilarity of duty
free tabs and an impromptu false 
tanning session Stand ‘n’ Tan explores
prejudice and fear and what happens
to people when they are faced with 
the loss of life, love, youth, land,
liberty, a gold ring and a 
neighbours dog…

Herstory Told 
(2009-10)

Open Clasp’s new project, Herstory
Told, starting in 2009 will see devising
drama workshops running with 
community groups throughout the
year, to culminate in a brand new piece
of professional touring theatre in 2010.
We’re inviting the communities we
work with to give their views on what
issues they think we should be looking
at with this project. 
Suggestions so far include:
Adoption, and what happens after
Sexual exploitation of young women 
in our region 
Disability and obesity
Anyone who’d like to contribute to the
consultation should contact Catrina
McHugh using the contact details on
the back cover.

This year Open Clasp 
reached at least 636 people.

Over the last 10 years Open Clasp have reached at least 30812 people.

Note – where exact figures were not 
available we have used conservative 
estimates. Actual figures reached may 
be much higher.
* - In some groups numbers attending 
the workshops varied week to week. 
The figures shown represent the average
numbers across the series of workshops.

What People Thought - 
Women Doing It For Themselves:

How We Measured:
Evaluation questionnaires completed
with groups and individual participants.

Case study interviews with 5
participants before starting the project,
during the workshops, and after the
performance evening.

Opportunities to feedback personally 
via email or post.

Comments books at the 
performance evening.

From the Evaluations we heard that:

100% asked to rate the project 

out of 10

gave a mark of 8.5 or higher.  

65% gave it 10 out of 10.

81% said they’d gained in confidence.

69% would have liked to spend more
time on Phase Two.

86% would work with Open Clasp again
in the future.

100% felt that involvement in the 
project had strengthened their group.

From the Case Studies we heard that:
All of the participants interviewed felt that the project had motivated 
or helped them to:
• overcome disadvantage (that they face now or that they may face in the future)
• look after themselves and others
• form relationships with others
• feel happier and less isolated
• be able to contribute to a better quality of life for them and others
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Women doing it
for themselves

Taster Sessions and
Phase One workshops

Phase Two (Participants)

Phase Two (Audience)

Numbers

43*

31*

87

73

56

Friends of Dorothy

Drama Workshops

“Play in a Week”
Projects

Conferences & 
Lectures

Participants
Audiences

24
180

Participants
Audiences

105
75

Wom en Doin g 

It For Themselves

130

Friends of D orothy

73
Drama Wor kshops

49

Play in a Week

204

Conferenc es & Lectures

180

Women Doing 
It For Themselves
127

Friends of D orothy
48

Drama Workshops
24

“Play in a Week” Projects
70

Conferenc es & Lectures
12

Number of hours 
of face-to-face work
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Open Clasp are..
Trustees:
Caroline Airs (Chair)
Jane Tarr (Treasurer)
Shamshad Iqbal 
(vice-chair from September 07)
Anna Flood 
(vice-treasurer from
September 07)
Jan Vincent
Annie Rigby 
(co-opted from October 06, 
elected July 07)
Diane Fisher-Naylor (elected
July 07)

Advisors:
Fiona MacPherson
Karin Young

Company Secretary:
Roma Yagnik

Workers:
Artistic Community 
Development Director 
– Catrina McHugh
Company Development 
Manager 
– Roma Yagnik
Administrator 
– Sally Allen

Women Doing It For 
Themselves: 
Lead Facilitators: 
Kay Hepplewhite, 
Kathryn Mace, 
Catrina McHugh
Drama Facilitators/Actors: 
Ally Hunter, Laura Norton, 
Gemma Robinson
Student Placement: Beth Carr
Work Experience Placement: 
Sophie Forester

Set Designer: Emma Sheridan
Stage Manager: Rachel Glover
Documentation
(Photographer): 
Ann Taylor
Documentation (Film Maker): 
Kate Sweeney
Programme Design: 2304 Ltd

Friends of Dorothy:
Facilitators: 
Kathryn Mace & Catrina
McHugh

Short Term Projects::
Alison Ashton, Shelley 
Charlton, Cheryl Dixon, 
Ally Hunter, Catherine 
Mac Cabe, Kathryn Mace, 
Catrina McHugh, Laura 
Norton, Gemma Robinson,
Sarah Rudlin, Emma Sheridan,
Ann Taylor, Claire Wilson.

Thank you
Funders:
Arts Council England- North East
Lankelly Chase Foundation
Linden Family Fund at the Community
Foundation
Newcastle Brown Ale Fund at the 
Community Foundation
Newcastle City Council – 
Arts and Culture Division
Newcastle Neighbourhood Renewal Fund
(Community Fund)
Northern Rock Foundation
And all the individuals who made 
donations, contributed to collections 
and clicked on everyclick!

With Many Thanks to:
Barry and Tom of Working Links for all
their hard work round the office, and
Thelma and Dawn of Working Links 
for co-ordinating it all. Also to 
Antony Osborne and John Rowe 
for installing shelving.
Fairbridge volunteers Katy, Emma and
Daniel for painting our window-frames
and workers Steve and Jeff for 
organising it.
Huffty and Pat Fisher for providing 
fantastic entertainment at our AGM. 
Lou Ross for manning the bar. Everyone
who helped move tables and chairs!
Fiona Evans for the PA. Anneville 
Community Centre for the CD and 
DVD player.
Christine Willis, Huffty, Ram, Shamshad
Iqbal, Nasreen Aslam, Lesley Duggan, 
Georgia Rooney, Liz Maddison,
All at West End Women & Girl’s Centre 
for the use of their building. All at North
East Enterprise Bond for the use of their
Training Room, tea and biscuits. Ouseburn
Farm. Pat Garrett, Carol Bell, Sandra King,
Cris McCurley Partner / Senior Family 
Solicitor at Benhoarebell Solicitors, Natasha
Rattu Community Safety Officer (domestic
violence) at New Deal for Commuities,
Richard Bliss, Karen at NTC, all at ITC. 

Barbra Robson and Mike Robinson of 
Newcastle City Council, Susan Ash at
Lankelly Chase Foundation, Anne 
Besford and Cheryl Gallagher at Arts 
Council England – North East, Anne
Burleigh, Penny Vowles, Pauline Johnson
and Richard Walton at the Northern Rock
Foundation, all at the Linden Family Fund
and the Newcastle Brown Ale fund at the
Community Foundation. Ian McKie and
Stephen Wilson for computer advice.
Vinny McHugh, Huffty, Ann & Alf Wilson,
Lee, Lilith & Lexi. 
Open Clasp’s projects could not have taken
place without the women and girls who
put so much energy, effort, courage, 
commitment, talent, tears and laughter
into them. So thank you once again to 
the women, young women and girls of:

Women Doing It For Themselves:
Hetton As A Learning Community
United Black Youth Association
Older Girl’s Group at the West End Women
and Girls Centre.
Iranian Women’s Group

Friends of Dorothy:
Women 4 Women
Harts Gables
Women’s Group in Middlesbrough
(brought together by Lesley Duggan LBi
Women’s Network Officer for
Middlesbrough & Just Women)
Young Lesbian group (women from three
projects – Tyneside Young Lesbian Project,
WEYES & Outpost)
Stockton Riverside College (Student Group)
Women attending the LBi Conference

The Trustees and Workers would like to thank all those who have supported 
Open Clasp over the past year:
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How you can helpHow you can help
As a not-for-profit charitable company Open Clasp depend on grants and donations 
to continue our work. With more organisations struggling for less funding, and big
events like the 2012 Olympics affecting the amount of funding available, any 
donations we receive from members and supporters are incredibly valuable to us. 
Even if you have no spare cash there are still ways you can support us...

Support us online without spending a penny...

If you're going to be emailing or searching the web anyway why not use these sites so
your mailing and searching can help us?

Everyclick is just like any other search 
engine, except that it donates money 
to Open Clasp every time you search the
web. If you shop online you can use
everyclick as your shopping portal to 
generate more funds for us! Just choose
us as your preferred charity 

Wouldn't it be great if you could 
support Open Clasp every time you 
sent an email? Well now you can, with 
ippimail. It a free online email provider,
like hotmail or yahoo, with the difference
that it donates 55% of it's advertising 
revenue to charity. You choose which
charity, or charities, should benefit. 
They will even forward your ippimail 
to another email account. Or you can 
set up a free blog! If you're thinking of
changing your email please consider 
using ippimail to support Open Clasp.

Donations...

You can send a cheque payable to Open
Clasp to the address on the back cover, or
donate by debit card via everyclick.

Gift Aid...

If you're a UK tax payer we can claim an
extra 28p for every £1 you donate. Just
complete the gift aid form below and 
enclose it with your donation.

Other ways to help...

For more ideas on ways to hep Open Clasp, including regular giving via standing order
or through Give As You Earn please see our website www.openclasp.org.uk 
or contact our Development Manager Roma Yagnik on 0191 230 1698 or via
roma@openclasp.plus.com.

OPEN CLASP THEATRE COMPANY - GIFT AID DECLARATION
Name of Charity: Open Clasp Theatre Company Charity Number: 1108000
Details of Donor:

Title Forename(s) Surname

Address

Postcode

I want the charity to treat: all donations I make from the date of this notification until I notify
you otherwise. the enclosed donation of £

As Gift Aid donations

Signature

If you don't want to cut the report you can photocopy the form or download one from our website.

Date

(tick as applicable)
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Level 2 Ouseburn Warehouse Workshops 
36 Lime Street Ouseburn Valley Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 2PQ

Tel. 0191 230 1698 Fax. 0191 261 7144 Email. info@openclasp.plus.com

www.openclasp.org.uk

Registered in England. Company Number 05137687  Charity Number 1108000

If you need a large text or 
Braille version of this information 
please call us on 0191 230 1698




